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Newsletter – August 2025
Dear Partners, 

What a busy few months for the team and partners.  Please see below information, resources and activities you may find useful or interesting.  Please share anything you think useful with other partners or colleagues.  Any questions please let me know and look forward to seeing you all soon.  

Sign up to the Cost of Living e-newsletter – Cost of Living e-newsletter
Please see the link to our Inspiring Change Together platform - Inspiring Change Together

News From the Tackling Poverty Team

Information and Training from the team
· Upcoming Lunch and Learn’s 
Skills and Employment Service – Weds 10th Sept, 1-2pm - Skills and Employment Registration Learn all about what our skills and employments team and hubs do (previously called work Work Zones)
Jobcentre Plus – Tues 14th Oct, 12-1pm - Jobcentre Plus registration Learn all about what Jobcentre Plus teams do.  
· Poverty Training – If you would like bespoke training around Poverty Awareness, Poverty and Health, or Child Poverty we would love to come and speak to your team and colleagues.  Please get in contact to talk through the team coming and delivering a bespoke session with you – 
westcheshire.povertytruth@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk
· How We Live – NEW SESSIONS - Child Poverty emotive interactive training - 
Tuesday 16th September 2025 10 -12:30 in person G1 HQ Chester
Tuesday 20th January 2026 10-12:00 online - Join the meeting now 
Thursday 9th April 2026 10 – 12:30 in person 1.6 Wyvern House
Internal – I-Learn How We Live  
External – Email TRAININGBOOKINGS2@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk with the date and time you wish to attend and name of the course.  
· Share resources – Helping Hands Poster attached sign up to e-newsletter and visit our platform Inspiring change together | Participate Now (cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk)



Pathways to Work Green Paper Poverty Truth Advisory Board (PTAB Consultation Response 
PTAB met to respond collectively to the consultation on the Pathways to Work Green Paper.  The response was collated and submitted on behalf of the board with the four main asks – 
· Ensure Meaningful Consultation and Co-Production with disabled people.
· Protect and Preserve Disability Benefits to maintain the integrity of Personal Independence Payment (PIP) as a non-work-related benefit that supports the extra costs of disability and enables many to remain in or access work.
· Adopt a Community-Based Employment Support Model to recognise volunteering, and confidence-building pathways to create sustainable and inclusive routes into work.
· Address Financial Insecurity and Strengthen Safety Nets of the benefits system.
Cheshire West and Chester - Benefits Calculator
We've added a Benefits Calculator to the Benefits and Welfare section of our website. Some residents might be missing out on support they're entitled to. By using the calculator, they can check what benefits they should be receiving. It also explains what information they’ll need before starting and includes a helpful link to the ‘Where Everybody Benefits’ guide, which lists over 80 types of financial support and welfare benefits.
Link to website - Benefits Calculator Link

School Uniforms
The team carried out a series of drop in sessions to talk through the Theory of Change around school uniforms with a wider network of partners and colleagues before the end of the school term.  With upcoming changes within the Children’s wellbeing and School’s Bill which will be coming into effect in September 2026 we have an opportunity to work with school communities, young people and families to shape what ‘good’ could look like within our Borough around uniform policy.

Please help us in our mission in ensuring ‘every school has a clear policy which promotes access and choice to quality affordable uniform in a way that supports inclusivity, dignity and is mindful of the environment.’ 

Please complete our survey to have your say - School Uniform Survey – Have Your Say

School Holiday Activities – Summer Holiday
Cheshire West and Chester Council will be sharing a comprehensive list of activities taking place throughout the Summer holiday period, this is to enable parents and carers to be able to easily access information related to activities taking place throughout the Borough.

Please see attached the poster and below link for promotion for the Summer holiday period.  This is for anyone working with children and families or those who may be looking for activities to do over the holiday period.

All information is promoted on – School Holiday Webpage  
For any questions please contact us -  WestCheshire.PovertyTruth@cheshirewest.gov.uk

News from the Poverty Truth Network
Tea with your MP - Following on from various conversations between Poverty Truth Commissions and local MP’s, the Poverty Truth Network are seeking to bring together representatives from PTCs and MPs to further develop ways to work together.  In West Cheshire the co-chairs of PTAB and a civic representative have been invited to travel to London alongside MPs.  We will keep you updated on progress with this.

Building Capacity through training locally – A small group of commissions in the embedding phase have been meeting to discuss local training development. These conversations have been valuable for exploring opportunities, financial sustainability, and shared learning. They've also highlighted that there's no one-size-fits-all approach!

Have your Say – Open Consultations

Cheshire West and Chester Health and Wellbeing Strategy – Our Place Plan for the Borough – Open until Sunday 10th August 25
We would like to hear your views on our priorities for improving health and wellbeing across the borough. What you tell us will be used to help shape the new draft Cheshire West and Chester Health and Wellbeing Strategy, which will be consulted on in Autumn 2025.

This revised strategy will provide the vision and priorities for health services, the Council, blue light emergency services and the voluntary and community sector in the borough, to help them work together and improve health and wellbeing for residents.

To find out more and share your views please see the below link – 
Cheshire West and Chester Health and Wellbeing Strategy - Our Place Plan for the Borough 2026 - 2031 | Participate Now

Local Transport Plan – Have your Day Open until 17th Aug
The consultation on the local transport plan is live, and we would like to hear your views.  The Plan looks at how people and goods move around the borough, by bus, train, bike, car, walking, wheels or other ways and how transport can be improved for everyone.

Last year over 1,000 people shared their views on what challenges a new Local Transport Plan should respond to, the draft vision and objectives.  These views helped shape the plan and now more feedback is being asked for to complete the final plan.

To share your views and find out more please see below link - A new local transport plan – we need your views | Participate Now

Local Plan Consultation on Issues and Options Document – Open until 29th August
The Local Plan is the key land use planning document for Cheshire West and Chester. It will help decide things like the most sustainable places for homes, shops and workplaces to be built, and how to protect the Green Belt, open space and the natural and historic environment. 

The new plan will be a single Local Plan document that will update and replace the policies in the current Local Plan (Part One) and Local Plan (Part Two), and will set out how much development is needed in the borough. It may also allocate new sites for development.
The Local Plan Consultation Guide and Issues and Options summary

To view all documents and supporting information and submit your comments online, visit: https://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/localplan 



Brio Together: Community Voices Survey – Live for next 8 weeks 
Brio is launching a new community survey as part of our commitment to making our leisure centres, activities, and services more inclusive, welcoming, and accessible to everyone, regardless of age, background, ability, or where they live.

They are inviting residents to complete the Brio Together: Community Voices survey.  This short, anonymous survey (5–10 minutes) asks residents to share their views and experiences to help us better understand who we’re currently reaching, what barriers exist, and how we can improve our services for underrepresented or disengaged groups.

Tell us what’s missing, help us understand any barriers you face and shape our services so they better reflect your needs.  It only takes 5 minutes – and you could win one of four £25 vouchers just for taking part!

Take the survey here - https://forms.office.com/e/W3t5uGy5zG

Resources and Papers 

NHS 10-Year Health Plan 
The Government announced the 10-year health plan for England: fit for the future.  Setting out how to reinvent the NHS through their radical shifts.  
· Hospital to community
· Analogue to digital 
· Sickness to prevention
10 Year Health Plan for England: fit for the future - GOV.UK

People in dept more than twice as likely to report very poor mental health, homey Advice Trust Research Reveals 
People in debt more than twice as likely to report very poor mental health, Money Advice Trust research reveals | Money Advice Liaison Group

Scams Awareness Newsletter – August 
See attached the newsletter with lots of information. 

Events 
Living Well Service – 
Please see below dates the Living Well service will be in Cheshire west below 
The Living Well Service :: Cheshire and Wirral Partnership NHS Foundation Trust

Joyful Movement Campaign – July 2025 
[bookmark: _Hlk170372104]The Joyful Movement campaign takes away any pressure to “exercise”. It is a campaign which promotes “fun and joyful movement, encouraging people to move in a way which they enjoy” with no mention of health or weight or living longer. Just about moving because it makes you feel good. 
Share your photo or video with JoyfulMovement@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk
Co-Design Health Service That Works for Everyone – 19th Aug 2025
Tuesday 19th August 2025 9am-4pm Infinity House Mallard Way, Crewe, Cheshire.  If you’re part of or represent a group that has barriers to accessing health and care services, we want to hear from you.  Your voice is vital to shaping more inclusive and effective services.  They especially welcome participation from:
· Patient representatives
· Voluntary and community groups
· People from ethnically excluded communities
· Neurodivergent individuals or groups
· Mental health service users
· Drug and alcohol support services
· People with learning disabilities
· Dementia support communities
· Traveller and boat communities
· Community kitchens and food networks

Your insights into the challenges faced by your communities are invaluable.
By working together, we can make a real difference.  Please forward this invite to any other group who may experience barriers.  There is a flyer attached to circulate.   
For more information and enquires and to book a place , please contact claire.smith@mcht.nhs.uk

Summer Reading Challenge – Summer Holidays
Open over the summer for registrations in all Cheshire West and Chester Libraries and is open to anyone who wants to keep up their reading over the summer. It’s mainly aimed at primary-age children but there is also a Mini Challenge for under 4s and an adults and teens Challenge too. Full details are here: Cheshire West and Chester Libraries 2025 | Participate Now

Ellesmere Port Community Connect Family Fun Day – Weds 6th Aug 11am-3pm – Free Event
Join Chester Healthbox and over 20 local organisations for a day filled with free fun in Grosvenor Park.  Please see poster attached for circulation. 

Employment Support Team – For residents 18+ live in Winsford local area
Looking to improve skills, boost confidence and progress but not sure where to start the Employment Support Team are there to hep every step of the way.  The team work with developing valuable life skills.  
Free to access and don’t need to be a Weaver Vale tenant!  
To contact the team email workteam@wvht.co.uk or call 07919566049

Move On Support Officer Rota, August 
Please see attached the Move on Support Officer rota for August for anyone who may need any support. 

Community sector Market Shaping event for Direct Payments – 1st Aug 10am-1pm, Ellesmere Port Library 
Following an event held in late 2024, Cheshire West Voluntary Action (CWVA) is working with Cheshire West and Chester Council to run another market shaping event for the community sector, looking at some of the opportunities around direct payments.

It will be an opportunity to look at: 
· data outlining people's needs in communities, and how support can be packaged up and purchased with a direct payment
· the direct payment journey and how someone receives support
· how a group can get paid in direct payments
· any concerns around direct payments. 

As further work has taken place and more data is available since the last event, this will be an opportunity to see how your organisation might start accepting, or increase your work with, direct payments. 

To book a place - Community sector market shaping event for direct payments | Cheshire West Voluntary Action : Cheshire West Voluntary Action





Training 

Lunch and Learn – Work and Employment Skills – Weds 10th Sept 1-2pm 
Skills and Employment Service – Weds 10th Sept, 1-2pm - Skills and Employment Registration Learn all about what our skills and employments team and hubs do (previously called work Work Zones)

Lunch and Learn – Jobcentre Plus – Tues 14th Oct, 12pm-1pm 
Lunch and Learn - Jobcentre Plus – Tues 14th Oct, 12-1pm - Jobcentre Plus registration Learn all about what Jobcentre Plus teams do.  

Self-Employment for Beginners’ Workshops – 
Wednesday 6th August, 9.30am-12pm at Weaver Vale Housing Trust, Rudheath Way Gadbrook Park CW9 7LL.  This is followed by an optional workshop on Wednesday 13th August 9.30-12.00 - Marketing a small business.
Wednesday 20 August & Wednesday 27th August – Winsford (venue to be confirmed) -  will be delivering the same courses, at the same time in Winsford. 
If you have customers who are interested but cannot attend in August, please refer them over anyway as we will repeat the course in September once the children have returned to school.

Anyone 16 and over can join, they can bring a friend if they want to for moral support - but they will be expected to participate. 
 
To refer, please email Workteam@wvht.co.uk with the person’s name, mobile number, and email address. We will then contact them to tell them more about the course and to confirm their place.

Community Sector Market Shaping Event for Direct Payments – 1st August 10am-1pm
“How can the Community and Voluntary Sector support people to meet eligible needs through services that can be purchased with a Direct Payment?”

This collaborative session will bring together representatives from the Community and Voluntary Sector to explore innovative and person-centred ways of supporting individuals. The aim is to unlock the art of the possible—developing creative, flexible approaches that align with the Care Act and empower people using Direct Payments.
 
The event will look at gaps where structured support via traditional care agencies is not always the most appropriate option and opportunities where the Community and Voluntary Sector may be better able to support.
 Event Details:
📅 Date: Friday 1st August 2025
🕒 Time: 10am – 1pm
📍 Location: Ellesmere Port Library Committee Room
📩 To register: Community sector market shaping event for direct payments - Cheshire West Voluntary Action

3D training - Starting in May and June  
Please see below website to look at courses that will be updated for August on the calendar.  This is for anyone with the below criteria to sign up to.  Please circulate to anyone who you think would be interested.  Please contact the organisers for more information and the below socials to keep up to date – 
· Website - Upcoming Courses | Three Dimensional Training
· Facebook: @Three DimensionalTrainingLimited 
· Instagram & Twitter: @3dtraining.uk 
· LinkedIn: @Three DimensionalTrainingLimited

To be eligible for non-Devolved funding a learner must:
· Reside in England in the non-devolved areas SkillsPostcodeCheck | - Devolved Area Postcodes
· Be 19 or older on the 31st of August.
· Must be unemployed (Claiming Benefits) or employed on a low wage £20 319 (learners can be co-funded if over this amount)
· Must be looking for work or to gain more sustainable employment.
· Meet residency eligibility (3-year rule please see funding rules for full details) 
· Have not completed the course previously.
· Learners aged 19-23 on the 31st of Aug who are completing a L2 qualification must already hold a FULL L2. –  No longer applicable
No Longer need to be claiming benefits with an Income Threshold £25000


Skills and Employment Hubs – Website to Hub Courses 
Please see below website for Skills and Employment Hubs course guides which will be updated each month for 2025 to circulate to anyone who may be interested. 
For all information on Chester, Ellesmere Port, Northwich, Winsford and Neston hubs please see the following link - Skills and Employment Hubs | Cheshire West and Chester Council
Her-Place Charitable Trust (Motherwell) – What’s on – Training and Events
Please see below link to the website for information and resources for Her-Place calendar and events page – Homepage - Her-Place

Funding 
[bookmark: _Hlk204082424]Cheshire Community Foundation: 2025 Summer Open Grant Programme 
Cheshire Community Foundation have launched a new programme for 2025, focussed on delivering projects in the most deprived wards of Cheshire and Warrington. This programme will fund projects which reduce inequalities, improve health, and create opportunities for residents.

This programme will fund projects supporting activity in the 20 per cent most deprived areas in Cheshire and Warrington, according to the most recent Indices of Multiple Deprivation data.  
2025 Summer Open Grants Programme - Cheshire Community Foundation
[bookmark: _Hlk204593909]GSK Community Health programme – Applications close Monday 11th Aug 5pm
The GSK Community Health Programme supports UK charities tackling health inequalities, with incomes between £20k–£150k. Open to charities 1+ year old, up to 10 recipients will each receive up to £10,000 and training valued at £5,000 - GSK Community Health Programme | The King's Fund
Cheshire West Voluntary Action – Funding pages 
Have a dedicated website to apply and browse different funding opportunities to apply for.  Please see below – 
Funding Archive | Cheshire West Voluntary Action : Cheshire West Voluntary Action
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