	 
 
 

	Little Stanney & District Parish Council
Parishes of Croughton, Little Stanney,
Stoak and Wervin
MINUTES OF THE 
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 1


Present: Cllrs Astbury (Chair), P Carter, Harsthorn, Parry, Pemberton and Thomas and A Kunaj (Parish Clerk) and N Flannigan (PCSO).
PART 1
1	ELECTION OF THE CHAIRMAN:  Resolved to elect Cllr Astbury as Chairman for the 2025-26 council year.  The Clerk received the signed declaration of acceptance.
2	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Resolved to approve apologies for absence sent by Cllr L Carter (personal) and P Mountford (business).
3	ELECTION OF THE VICE CHAIRMAN:  Resolved to elect Cllr Parry as Vice Chair for the 2025-26 council year.  The Clerk received the signed declaration of acceptance.
4	CO-OPTION: Parish vacancies will be advertised following end of year completion of procedures.
5	PUBLIC SPEAKING TIME: None.
6 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  None.
7		MINUTES OF THE MEETING:  Resolved to approve the minutes of the meeting held on 25TH March 2025 as a true and correct record, with amendment to Cllr Mountford’s name.

8 POLICE REPORT:  Parking issues in Bunbury Close, visitors to Stoak urinating (call 101) and speeding issues on Whitby Rd.  PCSO to look at speeding enforcement.  The £5 charge for police surgeries in the village hall car park, will be addressed if continued.  PCSO Flannigan left the meeting.
9	CLERK’S REPORT: The reports provided, regarding Rake Lane flooding and the highway roundabout sign, Strawberry Rd, west, at the last meeting had been emailed onto CWaC, and responses are awaited.  A notice board key for the village hall is to be supplied and council invoiced.  Cllr Parry is to make enquiries regarding the padlock keys for the Nature Park, the end of year VAT report is to be submitted.
10	FINANCE
a. Income: NIL.
b. Resolved to retrospectively approve payments and approve payments due 
	Date
	Item type
	Description
	Amount

	24.07.24
	Total of payments approved at 25.03.25 meeting **
	£616.48

	Payments made under delegated authority

	31.03.25
	PPE Litter Picker
	172.85

	
	Play area inspection March
	90.00

	Total of payments made**
	262.85

	Payments to be approved from 28 – 31st March 2025
	

	
	Service charges March (M28)
	6.00

	
	Salary M12 & Reimbursement 
	277.23

	
	HMRC M12 March 2025
	60.40

	Barnes Cooper Payroll March
	10.00

	Total **
	353.63


c. Resolved to approve the Bank reconciliation to 31/03/25 as shown on bank statement £8,634.16.  The Chair signed the end of year balancing figure.
Chairman’s initial and date				

	Balance at 31/03/25
	£9,250.64

	Expenditure **
	616.48

	Balance
	£8,634.16


d. To approve payments;
	RETROSPECTIVELY (MADE UNDER DELEGATED AUTHORITY)
	Amount

	02.05.25
	Mileage & reimbursement
	102.46

	
	Staff Salaries
	700.92

	
	HMRC M1
	99.60

	TOTAL                 902.98

	Payments to be made
	

	CHALC AFFILIATION FEE 25-26
	160.29

	ZURICH INSURANCE
	314.30

	BELOWZERO ANTI-VIRUS & IT SUPPORT
	106.00

	COXEYS (INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT)
	600.00

	VILLAGE HALL
	30.00

	TOTAL
	1,210.59



11	ASSETS:  Resolved to approve the list and value of the Parish’s fixed assets £36,460
12	INSURANCE
a. Resolved to continue with the insurance policy and service provided by Zurich Insurance and fee of £314.30.
b. Members noted that the insurance schedule would be updated to include the new notice boards and as and when the hanger signs are purchased.  Resolved that should additional fees be applied for additional assets, then these would be paid by the Clerk.
13	ANNUAL GOVERNANCE & ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN YEAR END 31.03.25
	Resolved to approve:-
a. The AGAR (FORM2) Certificate of Exemption.
b. The ANNUAL INTERNAL AUDIT REPORT (P4) noting that no matters for concern were raised.
c. SECTION 1 – ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT
d. SECTION 2 – ACCOUNTING STATEMENT
Cllr Thomas left the meeting
14	ANALYSES OF VARIANCES
	The analysis report was considered and the breakdown read to members.
15	BANKING ARRANGEMENTS
	Resolved that no amendments to the current arrangements would be made.
16	DELEGATED ARRANGEMENTS
Resolved to provide delegated authority to the Clerk to make payments, which, after being made will be reported at the following meeting.
17	REPRESENTATIVES
	Protos Community Forum: - Cllr Parry
	Cheshire Oaks Business forum: - Cllr Pemberton
	NW. Industrial Cluster Decarbonisation Community Focus Grp: - Cllr Pemberton
18	MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTION, STANDING ORDERS AND DIRECT DEBITS
	Resolved to approve the following memberships and subscriptions: -
Chairman’s initial and date				
1. ChALC
2. SLCC (If required)
3. Coxey (Previously Barnes-Cooper; payroll monthly SO)
4. ICO (Direct Debit) mandatory payment
19	SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS
Resolved for the following meetings; 29th July, 30th September, 25th November, 27th January 2026 (Budget) and 31st March 2026. Noted; August would be Council recess.
20	HIGHWAYS UPDATE
a. A quote of £475 from NTC had been provided, the additional cleaning services quote would not be pursued further, now that a litter picker was employed, however a ‘one-off’ quote for Wervin Rd link road would be requested.  Members noted that the armcote barrier was not repaired still.
b. Rake Lane:  A request for q meeting with CWaC officers along with site of their drainage maps is to be requested.
c. Keep Britain Tidy hangers:  The response from highways is awaited.
1. Litter Picker Employment:  This role is now filled on a temporary basis by Mr S Kunaj.
2. Litter Picking updates:  Much of the litter in the first collection was very old.  A ranger collects the litter in the Little Stanney Woods car park.  Hedges in many areas have been cut, now revealing cans; Wervin Rd, Foxcote Lane, the Litter Picker is unable to litter pick where there are no pavements. 
21	Planning
a. APPLICATIONS 25/01282/TPO & 01283 TPO, 30 COLISIEUM WAY, TREE WORKS were noted.
b. No planning decisions were available for noting.
c. Outstanding decisions, more than 12 months old, were still outstanding.
22	STOAK PLAY AREA
a. The manufacturer of the equipment is to inspect and report on their findings of any damage.
b. One of the goal posts wobbles but is unlikely to fall down as it is secured by post buried in the ground.  Overall, it is reported that only minor repairs are needed.
c. A fallen play area sign is to be reinstated by Cllr Parry.
22	COUNCILLOR REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS
a.	North West Industrial Cluster Decarbonisation Community focus groups and 
b.	McArthur Glen, Cheshire Oaks Business Forum:  Twenty bags of litter had been collected on the volunteer litter pick at Cheshire Oaks.  It is hoped that more litter picks will take place as it would be helpful if they could do more.
24	PROTOS REPORT:  Funding would be directed at Elton and surrounding areas.

25	LITHIUM-ION BATTERIES:  CWaC Cllrs have been informed about the campaign.
26	ITEMS FOR INFORMATION/AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING: Members noted that a firing range has been installed within Chester Zoo owned land.  The impact of the noise is being investigated by them.
	Cllr Astbury provided a list of proposals for consideration at the next meeting.
27	TIME AND DATES OF MEETINGS:  29th July at 6.30pm
	Meeting closed at 19:45.
	Chairman’s signature						Date				
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